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we offer would
probably decrease
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"
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Jongsma, Brady Fopma, and
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important role in keeping the
college computers programmed

and working.
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ere is no question about the contribution
students have made to this campus's
computer services," says David Netz,
vice president for information services. For
years computer science majors have not only
gained invaluable experience working alongside
full-time staff, they have also allowed the college to offer better service.
"The level of service we offer would probably decrease by about fifty percent without
them," adds Netz. As Dordt's system increases
in complexity and as expectations increase,
more staff is needed. The only way he sees to
keep up is through student workers.
At present Dordt hires twenty-five to thirty
students in work -study positions doing tasks
that range from monitoring compnter labs and
working as lab assistants to helping with network support, programming, and web design
and updating.
This year, though somewhat unusual, is a
striking example of how much students contribute. After the director of computer services
was named registrar and another staff member
left to return to graduate school, four students
were offered part-time positions to help fill
immediate staffing needs. Although supervised
by full-time staff, these students have responsibility for significant areas of the work load.
Senior Dave DeHaan from Lethbridge.
Alberta. works closely with staff person Travis

Rayhons ("96) on programming and database
projects. At present they are revising the way
data is stored for the admissions office. DeHaan
worked last year in a work-study position for
computer services doing a variety of programming projects for the various administrative
offices-s-such things as writing label programs
and making adjustments to current screens and
operating programs.
"After you work on these specific requests
for a while, you begin to see connections and
patterns," says DeHaan. "Pretty soon you see
the bigger picture and think about how to create
a program that could be adapted for a variety of
requests."
That experience has given him the tools to
work on large-scale changes on the system this
year. "The final decisions are still made by fulltime staff, but we work closely together," he
says. "I can ask Travis for his advice a hundred
times a day and he always answers with a
smile." DeHaan has reduced his course load this
year so that he can work twenty hours per week.
He will return next year to finish his double
major in engineering and computer science.
Brady Fopma from Sioux Falls. South
Dakota, is ajunior employed quarter-time in
computer services. Fopma works as a programmer for administrative offices, writing programs
or making updates and changes. and he
assists faculty and students with any computer
questions they may have. He goes to offices
/

answering questions about e-mail accounts,
helping with web page creation, or teaching
people how to use a feature of Word Perfect.
Much of what he has leamed has come from
doing and then explaining it to others.
Fopma enjoys all aspects of his work but
particularly enjoys working with faculty and
students. "It's fun to teach people new things,"
he says. adding that he hopes to enter a career
that allows him to work in this capacity rather
than be strictly a technician.
Learning to work with people is a crucial
part of working in computer services, Netz
believes, and he tries to make sure that students
understand its importance and develop the skills
to do it well.
"Computer science is a service career," Netz
says. Knowing the technology is only one part
of the job-and maybe not the key one."
Sophomore Jeremy Jongsma from Sioux
Center is presently serving as Dordt's webmaster. Beginning this summer, he redesigned
and reorganized the college's web page under
the supervision of the director of public relations, Jim De Young. That job has earned over
into the school year. He continues to design and
update institutional pages in the twelve to fifteen hours per week that he works. Much of his
weekly time is spent keeping up with current
pages. He takes suggestions from people on
campus and modifies as the need arises.
continued on page two
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N erz is committed
to continue hiring

students as part of
the educational

•

opportunities
available at Dordt.

"
Between their classes and other activities, student employees walk fn, drop their back packs on the
floor beside them and tackle the day's work assignments.

Students gain as much as the college does
(continued from page I)
He also sets up new discussion forums, publishes campus minutes and keeps track of all
updates that others make. Larger projects and
changes come as time permits and when vacations come around. Like the others, Jongsma
reports to a supervisor-in this case primarily
the web development team-but has a great
deal of responsibility and freedom within that
structure.
"I've learned a lot since I started this summer," he says. "I came in with only a rudimentary knowledge.of
u~"'and
UX"V
O~" h....
v
"'""
~
'-'-LDY.ll.<.
~ll.u,.u"'""e'learned how to set up and administer the web
server, learned PERL and how to create CGls,

---

and become fluent in HTML." In the process
he also has learned a great deal about the
college database as he has needed to create
interfaces between it and areas of the web.
Liam Starkenburg from Palmyra, New
York, wears several hats in computer services.
In addition to doing some programming for
administrative offices, he assists Justin Luth
('95 ) with network administration tasks,
supervises students hired under the work-study
program, and serves on the web development
team, assisting Jongsrna in updating pages and
helping departments set up accounts.
__ J'A>lI_gh-ft;...rourse~wef gave-him-lhe- __
tools to do programming, much of the rest of
what he knows has been learned on the job.

He's learned HTML on his own as well as
other languages.
"They teach you how to learn here," he
says. "In the fast-changing world of computers
the content of a course may be obsolete within
a year or two of when you learn it. The important thing is to expose yourself to a number of
languages and concepts and then be able to
pick up others as you need them."
While very appreciative of the work done
by students, Netz also realizes the pressure
their work can put on their studies.
"We tell them they are students first and
workers second," he says, but admits that is
sometimes difficult to balance, especially this
year. But all of those employed are good students and receive regular encouragement in
their studies. "We've made a commitment not
to negatively affect their studies," Netz says.
Part of this happens through a very conscious team effort between full-time staff and
student workers. Gerry Mouw, the educational
assistant for computer services, keeps the needs
of the students in the forefront, encouraging
them in their school work as well as their
office work. And the strong sense of camaraderie as well as respect and appreciation that
characterizes the work environment alleviates
some of the stress that could develop.
Although full-time staff will eventually
take over many of the specific responsibilities

of these four students, Netz is committed to
continuing to hire students as part of the
educational opportunities available at Dordt.
In fact, when staff persons are hired they agree
to work, not just as supervisors, but also as
mentors to the students.
"I think it's been a very successful program
because we've produced students with academic and theoretical training as well as real
life experience," says Netz. "We've given them
the opportunity to succeed and even fail. And
often you learn most through some failures."
Netz concludes, "We've found that
marketabilit is amazin for those students
~;::;~~~~.:;'~~~~~~?::~;;~---"'!!!'
who have worked in computer services. Jobs
almost seem to fall into their laps."

From the president -------------------ersonally, I never would have thought
of it as a defining moment for Dordt
College. After all, I really don't mind
vacuuming floors-at least once in a while.
And while my wife may not exactly enjoy
washing windows, it wasn't such a surprise to
see her busy at it. Nor did I think it strange
that Dordt College vice presidents and their
spouses were in blue jeans, scrubbing down
floors and walls. And it hardly seemed out of
place to find faculty members, staff employees, their children and even children's friends
all pitching in to get things cleaned up. Even
the fact that the chair of our board of trustees
had taken along her grubbies and was working side by side with our custodial staff
seemed perfectly natural.
Frankly, I would have thought that this
overall scenario was just the way things ought
to go. The newly constructed Covenant Hall
residence facility simply was not going to be
ready for occupancy at the beginning of the
fall semester unless everyone on campus
jumped in to make it happen. And so they
did.
At the same time, I have to admit it was a
source of some pride when, late on Saturday
night, I stopped by the building to see how
things were going with a last minute fix that
the fire inspectors were demanding. A "put
together" crew of maintenance staff, faculty,
professional staff, students, and pre-college
children of employees with mechanical sense
had joined the sub-contractor who was supposed to be wrapping up the job. And when I
caught up with the local building inspector

P

Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

I heard this
amazing story
about how you got
your new residence
hall open on time.

"
2 Voice

who was tracking their work to ask how it
was coming, he laughed and replied, "Well,
the Dordt College crew isn't the one I'm
worrying about."
Yet on a couple of occasions throughout
this academic year educational professionals
from outside of Dordt College have stopped
me to ask, "'1 heard this amazing story about
how you got your new residence hall open on
time. Did it really happen that way?" For
instance, an officer of a state-wide foundation
cornered me at a luncheon in Des Moines.
She had heard the story and just wanted it
confirmed. A few weeks later, a marketing
consultant who works with colleges across
the country put his tape recorder on my
desk in front of me and asked me to recount
my administrative theory of how Dordt
College had been able to get everyone to
work together that way.
Now I'm convinced that there are other colleges where the same events could well have
taken place. Yet the notice this event has
gained for us indicates that, by God's grace,
there really are some very positive qualities
about the educational environment created
here on campus. Professors and staff are not
about to leave students stranded when they
arrive. This is a college where the students'
personal educational growth pushes every
other consideration aside. Similarly, families
of faculty and staff pitch in because being
part of the Dordt College community is more
like a way of life than an eight to five job to
which your spouse or parent heads off five
days a week.

/

And that's why I wasn't surprised either
when I received an e-mail message from a
volleyball official who had officiated at the
N AlA Great Plains Regional Tournament in
which our women's team recently participated
on their way to the National Tournament.
This official wrote to Coach VandenBosch
and copied to me:
"Just wanted to say thanks for the great
spirit, attitude and hustle your entire team
displayed ... during the Great Plains
Regional Volleyball Tournament at College of
the Ozarks .... It's really fun to watch and
officiate teams (like yours) that display such a
positive, upbeat attitude both on and off the
court. The same can be said of all the Dordt
parents and fans who supported you."
Another official noted at the end of the
tournament that if a vote were taken, Dordt
College would be selected as "the college I
would most want to send my daughter to."
Scrubbing floors together. Playing volleyball together and together encouraging those
who do. Learniog and living together.
Maybe it doesn't always strike us as all that
special, yet that sense of community really is
a key to the educational environment with
which God has blessed us at Dordt College.
In fact, as I see it, this is just the late 90s'
expression of the foundational principles of
covenant living for kingdom service on which
this college was founded. And to the extent
that we've been able to live up to those principles, we once again have to remember to
add our college motto, to God alone be all the

glory-Soli Deo Gloria.
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New course
decodes television
Sally Jon~ma

not see television

new communication

A

course offered

this fall is helping students see why

television is so influential in shaping
lives and society. "Television and Society"
gives students the tools to decode television's
messages, says Professor Tim Vas.

By being conscious of such elements as
language, lighting, backgrounds, and framing,
students learn that television consciously constructs meaning,

says Vas. Programs don't

just happen. Knowing

the codes allows stu-

dents to appreciate the good and discern the
bad. "It allows you to be entertained

but not

'veg' out," Vos adds.
Each week the students read as background
portions of Neil Postman's

Amusing

from a different

angle than before, a critical yet hopeful
angle.
To see television in this light it is important
to understand its different sides. Vas divides
the course into three sections: the history of
television and its visual and verbal codes, TV
genres, and its relationship to other social
institutions.
Television's history demonstrates how technological developments have been an outgrowth of the growth of
tions, says Vas. "I don't
into media determinism
we have choices in how

our social instituwant students to buy
without seeing how
TV is developed,"

he adds.
As Vas and his students study the various

Ourselves to Death and Quentin Schultze's

techniques used by television, they focus on
four television genres: sitcoms, drama, news

Redeeming

programs, and talk shows.

Television. These readings give a

context in which to talk about issues concretely, says Vas. He's noticed a defensiveness against Postman's harsh indictment of
television, but also a begrudging appreciation
for his arguments and evidence. Students'
journal entries show appreciation
they are learning. One wrote:

for what

I learned lots of things about"Friends"
that I hadn't noticed until critically
analyzing [it]. Critically analyzing

how

"'" t

should we do so?" Vas asks his students. He
assigns small groups to set guidelines
viewing for each of these genres.

for

"It's sometimes difficult to get past either
moralistic responses or a defensiveness
that
sees television as harmless," he adds. But
students are required to do so. They write

critical papers that include analysis,
interpretation,

and evaluation

of specific

programs. Each group develops an award for

television may not stop television
viewing, but viewing will be more
informed and aware. Doing just one
critical analysis has caused me to look
closer at every program.

-Another

"If we're going to use television,

•

its genre, listing selection

criteria that include

Like aU of the students in class, Joel Zuidhof gave a class presentation
particular television program.

acting, lighting, sound, and content among
other things. They must offer two nominees
from current programming. It isn't always

wrote:

"Students need to see how TV has intruded
into politics in a way that changes

our

programs and think- consciously about net
only what a program's agenda is but what it

responsibilities
as citizens. Parents also face
challenges when they introduce TV into th
household," he says.

really about. This class has taught me to

could be.
The final section of the course, focusing

Studying television
an academic exercise

become

on television's

goals: to help Christians be better consumers

easy, but it makes them carefully analyze the

Although I have been a television
viewer for many years, I was only
recently introduced

---

to what television

is

a more critical viewer and be

more aware of what I view and why.
The responses

also reveal that some

students have become
tunities for television.

aware of new opporOne student wrote:

I'tvould find it hard for someone to
read Schultze (and even Postman) and

Now available

analyzing a

on CD-

relation to such things as the

family, politics, church, and sports confronts
the effects of television by studying research

of television

in this way is not just
for Vas. He has two

and to give students a better

information that relates directly to the lives
and habits of students as well as people in

understanding of the task they face if they
choose to work in television. He hopes all of
his students will do the first and at least some
will take up the challenge to create good

our culture.

television

that has been done. Vos presents concrete

A

re you striving to integrate
your Christian faith in your

If we're

going to

use television,
should

we do so?

programming.

DORDT

how

"

COLLEGE

preparing leaders in Christian education

teaching? Seeking exciting
professional development

July at Dordt, 1999

opportunities that fit your

One-credit mini-courses and school

busy life? Dordt College's

leadership courses that can be applied

graduate program was

toward CSI administrator certification,
plus these graduate courses:

designed with you in mind.
A selection of pieces performed in
1997-98 by Dordt musicians;
includes choral and instrumental
ensembles, Highlights of the 199798 performance season, including
selections by the Concert Choir,
Concert Band, Chorale and
Chamber Orchestra, and awardwinning student organist Bonnie
Runia.

Dordt College Bookstore
498 4th Avenue N.E.
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
712-722-6420
Winter 1998

Week One
• Introduction to Graduate Research

Master's Degree
Complete

• Integrating Technology and Education

a master's
Week Two

of education

degree in

K -12 curriculum
instruction

• Learning Theories for Today's Student

and

• Implementing Instructional Strategies

in as few

Week Three

as three summers.

• Current Issues in Education
• Inclusion of Students with
Special Needs

DORDT
COLLEGE
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
phone: (712) 722-6236
http://www.dordt.edu

Courses can be taken-not for graduate credit-sat reduced rates as staff development for state
license/certification renewal.

/

Voice 3

'fr

Bread for the World
feeds need for action
Kirstin Vander Giessen

D

This year, Spectrum, Dordt's IntemationaJClub,
tional and U.s. students.

includes nearly equal numbers of interna-

Club teaches,
learns through
Spectrum of
activities

Kirstin Vander Giessen

A

fter years of sporadic success,
Spectrum, Dordt's international club,
has emerged with the right combination of student interest and strong leadership.
Last year's revival of the club inspired a
spring election in which six officers were
appointed to participate in leading this year's
group, which currently has about forty-six
members. Saida Mamedova, one of the

We

want

to

show diverse ways

~of praising

God from

around the world.

"

ordt's campus is seeing a revival this
year of a number of social action
groups. Sidewalks have been covered
with pro-life slogans, a newly strengthened
international club is busy promoting crosscultural understanding, the earthkeeping club
regularly encourages students to bring their
own mugs to any campus refreshment event.
Another such group, Bread for the World,
is involved in educating students about issues
of hunger and poverty. A campus chapter of
the national Bread for the World lobbying
group, the club organizes activities such as
change collections and letter-writing campaigns to give students an opportunity to
actively participate in the war on poverty.
In October, the club sponsored a fast.
Carrie Foods, the college food service
provider, donated five dollars for each participating boarder and a supper of soup and bread
for all participants as they prepared to face
twenty-four hours without food. "I was flabbergasted that we had so many people," said
club member Christopher Nonhof. "I was
expecting thirty or forty people. One hundred
fifty people showed up and participated."

Another activity was a letter writing campaign connected with the international
Jubilee 2000 project to encourage the U.S.
and other countries to cancel the debts of such
impoverished countries as Honduras and
Nicaragua. This campaign became especially
relevant with the devastation caused in Latin
America by Hurricane Mitch.
Using such publications as the Diamond
and the Campus Today, Bread for the World
hopes to encourage all students, not just those
in the club or on the mailing list, to take
action.
"I've become more aware of how important it is for us to respond to issues of poverty
and hunger in the world," said student organizer Emily Hutten. "Bread for the World
helps me remember those issues .... [and]
helps me learn ways in which I can be
involved in political aspects."
"Sometimes you see things on TV about
Somalia or Ethiopia and you say, 'That's a
shame,' but you never really do anything
about it," said Nonhof. "A club like this
makes it easy to participate. It gets you
going. I finally feel I need to do something
about it. There's always been a will, but now
there's a way."

Dordt default rates lowest in state

D

ordt College students default on
study had an average default rate of 7.8 perfederal loans at a rate well below
cent, which places Iowa twelfth best among
national and state averages, according
the fifty states. The national student loan
to data recently released by the U.S.
default rate (currently at 9.6 percent) has
Department of Education.
dropped below ten percent, marking a decline
The Do 'dt
C II
d f It rate is 0 7 per __ in
the default rate for the sixth consecutive
club's secrerarfes, re orts tha:;.t
~ab:;;o~u~t~e;:ilihl:t~.:e:::e::n_"""",,;~,m,~r
;;r.;;.o~.;;,erg;;em;;e;:,;;a"u;,;.;~~tW;i;,;·m;fl.-"vea,
of those members, including two of die new
ce,
e
ear.
officers, are from the U.S.
among four-year colleges. Dordt Financial
Grinnell, Northwestern, Central, and Coe
Attracting members from the U.S. and
Aid Director Mike Epema says Dordt's stuColleges round out the top five among fourCanada has been an important goal for the
dents have always done very well in repaying
year institutions in Iowa with the lowest
club to broaden the member base and prevent
their college loans. Epema says the responsidefault rate, with defaults ranging from 1.2 to
the isolation that would result from an exclubility shown by Dordt students is a "reflection
2.1 percent. The three Iowa public universisively international club. Co-president
on the kind of homes students come from."
ties, Iowa, Iowa State, and Northern Iowa are
Jackson Alango raised this concern about
The Department of Education study
about even, with the University of Iowa havisolation to faculty sponsor Susan Kok at the
reports on loans that came due in 1996 and
ing the lowest rate of the three at 3.5 percent.
beginning of this school year. "We wanted to looks at all post-secondary schools nationThe state's community colleges' average is
draw U.S. citizens into the club to try to
wide. The eighty-six Iowa schools in the
close to twelve percent.
bridge the gap," says Alang'o.
"The only way to reach out to other people
is to let the community know who we are, why
we behave the way we do," Mamedova adds.
The club sponsors a number of activities.
Andreas Foundation
They participate in local worship services,
hold coffeehouses, sing in nursing homes,
endows scholarship
make presentations at elementary schools and
he Glenn A. Andreas Scholarship will be
churches, and attend both Christian and secuawarded to incoming freshmen for the
lar conferences that address such topics as
first time next academic year. Scholarship
racism and diversity.
amounts ranging from $1000 to $2000 will
"We want to show diverse ways of praising
be given to students with superior academic
God from around the world," says
abilities. Part of the funds will go to selected
Mamedova. "We want to go into the
freshman students with a grade point average
community of Sioux Center and encourage
of 3.75 and a minimum ACT score of 30.
awareness."
Another part will be available to students
Not only is the club educating the Dordt
majoring in philosophy or political science
and Sioux Center communities about differwho have a GPA of 3.5. The scholarships
ent countries, but its members are also makmay be renewable for up to tlnee additional
Dordt programmers top local
ing an effort to learn more about Northwest
years.
contest, place eleventh in region
Iowa, particularly through a lecture by Dr.
Dallas Apol on the nature of the area's
team of three students, along with contesOld president's house to
Hispanic population.
tants from the United States, Canada, and
Through these activities and meetings every become alumni guest house
several other nations, participated in the
other week, the club is trying to reflect the
t its October meeting, the Dordt College
Association of Computing Machinery
meaning of its name. "Just as all colors come
board of trustees approved converting
Programming contest. The regional contest,
from one light," explains Mamedova, "people
the original president's house into a
which Dordt attended, was held iu Orange
of different backgrounds and nationalities
guest center for alumni and other college
City.
Dave DeHaan, Rhonda Schoep, and Liarn
unite in Christ. Christ is our radiant source
guests. The house likely will not be available
Starkenburg
finished eleventh in the North
that distributes the energy, and we are the
for alumni use for at least two years, however.
Central region, ahead of several local college
wavelengths that are arranged in order as a
teams and the University of Iowa team.
result of the emission of his energy."
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Hugging
linguists
embrace
twenty-five
years
Kirstin Vander Giessen
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Dordt students in all majors have been successful in finding positions after graduation.

Dordt placement rate stays above ninetyeight percent for the fifth year in a row
etter than ninety-eight percent of
Dordt College's 1998 graduates found
jobs or went on for further education
within six months of graduation, according to
the annual study done by the college's placement office.
Of the 233 graduates of the college's
bachelor degree programs, 229, or 98.3 percent, were placed. Of those, 185 were
employed, forty-four had enrolled in graduate
school or were enrolled in further undergraduateS'fii'ilies and fOUT were s ill seeking
employment. Of the employed graduates,
twenty indicated that they planned to enter
graduate or professional schools within the
next two years and considered their employment temporary.
The two-year associate of arts degree
program had twenty-nine graduates, of whom
100 percent were placed. Thirteen had plans
to rerum to Dordt or another college for a
bachelor's degree, and sixteen had taken jobs.

B

Out of all the graduates placed in jobs,
eighty-seven percent found employment
directly related to their major area of study.
Dordt's teacher education graduates had
a placement rate of ninety-six percent. Dr.
Rockne McCarthy, vice president for academic affairs at Dordt, says teacher demand is
increasing and principals look to Dordt education graduates for teaching candidates
because they've seen the past performance of
graduates in their schools. McCarthy says
the overall, placement fa e~empn.stratesthe
confidence that employers have in Dordt
graduates." He adds that Dordt's main focus
is not just to see graduates employed, but to
encourage them to use their Dordt education
to go forward in using their talents and gifts,
whether that be in the work force or in continued graduate studies.
This is the fifth year in a row that Dordt
College graduates have achieved a placement
rate of ninety-eight percent or above.

AMOR doubles its presence
in Central America

and Michael Leichty-were
selected to
receive ECHO scholarships covering registration as well as room and board.
The conference is an intensive and
valuable experience for students in theology,
agriculture, and environmental studies, says
Kobes. It also enables them to make
significant contacts with individuals and
agencies involved in missions, agricultural
missions, community development, and
environmental issues in developing nations.

P

artly in response to the devastation
caused by hurricanes this summer,
Dordt's AMOR program (A Mission
Outreach) will send two teams of students
south during the semester break. In previous
years, a group of students has gone to the
Dominican Republic and Nicaragua. This
January a team will go to each country. The
Dominican team hopes to help rebuild
schools they helped build originally. In
Nicaragua they will continue long-term work
with an organization called Providenic in collaboration with the Christian Reformed World
Relief Committee.

Students earn scholarships in
ECHO conferences

R

ve students joined Agriculture Professor
Ron Vos and Theology Professor Wayne
Kobes at the ECHO (Educational Concerns
for Hunger Organization) Agri-Missions
Conference in Ft. Myers, Florida, this fall.
The five students-Jeanine
Kopaska, Emily
Hulten, Curtis Dykstra, Mandy Bjorkman,

Winter 1998

he smell of buttered popcorn wafted
through the classroom building during
the days of November 9 through 11.
Most students and faculty were aware that the
treat was part of the annual Hug-a-Linguist
Days, but not many realized that the popcorn
was also in celebration of the conference's
twenty-fifth anniversary.
Dr. Case Boot, who has organized the
seminars since 1974, wanted students to have
a good time while they learned more about
language and Bible translation.
One student who clearly enjoyed the experience was Brandi Ochsner. As a participant
in the Linguistics 201 and Spanish Phonetics
30 I classes, Ochsner was required to attend
three seminars. These seminars intensified
her sense of being called to work in missions.
"I was very impressed by [Joanne Shetler's]
desire to help people and to do what God
wanted her to do ... .! would love to help people leam more about God," said Ochsner.
Shetler, who has been involved with
Wycliffe Bible Translators since the 70s,
spoke on her experiences with the Balangao
tribe in the Philippines. Her colleague, Amy
West, also led seminars on the various careers
available in the mission field. Like Shetler
and West, most speakers for Hug-a-Linguist
Days have a direct connection to Wycliffe
Bible Trans ators.
.
"We always ask these people to talk about
different cultures, how they live and how
they're able to communicate," said Dr. Boot.
"But we never ask them what church they go
to," he adds. "We know they're dedicated
Christians and as we spend time with them,
we begin to feel a oneness with them."
According to Boot, students over the years
are increasingly beginning to feel this "oneness" with the world. "Students are realizing
that we're part of the global village and that
the rest of the world looks a lot different from
the corner of the world where they have
lived," said Boot. "There are so many connections right now between one country and
another, one continent and another," he continues. "We want students to be more aware
of opportunities to serve the Lord and his
kingdom in other parts of the world," he said,
"whether it's doing business in a Christian
way or being an engineer in a different
country or translating the Bible into another
language."

Students

are

realizing that we're
part

of

the global

village and that the
rest of the world
looks a lot different
from the corner of
the world where
they have lived.

"

"Trees' by Christina Talstra will
appear in the Iowa Salon, opening
in Iowa City on January 24.

Dordt students will have good
showing in Iowa Salon

T

he Iowa Salon, a show of sixty juried
pieces from students at Iowa colleges and
universities, includes the work of four Dordt
art students. Christina Talstra, from Terrace,
British Columbia, will have a linocut on
exhibit. Marja-Lynn Beukema, from Tacoma,
Washington, Amy Wielinga, from Emo
Ontario, and Jennifer Tinsley, from Sioux
Center, all had photographs selected for the
exhibit. All sixty works will be on display at
the Brnnnier Gallery at the University of
Iowa. The show opens January 24 and will
continue for a month.
/
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It is part of Dordt's
responsibility as an
educational institution
to

explore alternatives.

"

-,..

Ase

director, Dr. Robb DeHaan,
works closely with Mike
Schouten, ASe steward, and
Paul Buwalda, a 1998 graduate

and this year's intern.

ASC .shifts to different model of farming
S
Sally Jongsma

orne interesting things happened at
Dordt's Agriculture Stewardship
Center this fall. In October more than
six acres of land around the perimeter of the

fann were seeded with native prairie plants
and grasses. Wild Bergamot, Smooth Blue

Asters, Meadow Blazing Star, Butterfly
Weed, and Black-eyed Susans are only a
few of the more than forty varieties of seeds
that will germinate and grow next season.

Twenty-eight types of native trees and
shrubs will be planted in the same area next
spring. Both projects were funded under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a
program in which farmers are paid for longterm conservation of land resources.
In November a fencing, watering,

-

Mission
statement
"The purpose of the ASC
is to serve the educational
needs of students, faculty,
and community members
by giving them the opportunity to experience,
research, and implement
agricultural practices,
systems, and management
strategies that enhance
environmental quality,
promote stewardly production, build community, are
economically viable, and
reflect God's love for the
world he has made and
entrusted to our care."
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and

lane system was installed to allow the ASC
dairy herd to rotationally graze on the fifty
acres of permanent pasture seeded last
spring.
These changes are part of a shift in
emphasis at the ASC that stems from a
major curricular review in the agriculture
department. According to Dr. Robb De
Haan, a member of the agriculture faculty
and the director of the ASC, the model is an
attempt to work with creation, farming in a
way that benefits both the animals and the
land. In the process of assessing their curriculum and the role of the ASC in the agriculture department,

a new mission

"Cows were created to graze," De Haan
says with a smile.
Many dairy experts today believe that
farmers with grazing cows have a bright
future, he says. They need to be good mana ers utthe educedoperatinS?C~9~s~ts~th~......
benefits to the environment, and the
improved welfare of the animals may make
it the only feasible way to operate a smaller
farm in the future.
"You don't sell as much milk, but you
don't have to if your costs are less," De
Haan concludes.
"There are lots of conventional industrial
model farms in this area," says De Haan,
"but few pasture-based systems." As an educational institution dedicated to teaching, the
ASC can study methods and try practices
being researched throughout the world. The
ASC can then share what it has learned with
students and producers.
De Haan believes that it is part of
Dordt's responsibility as an educational
institution to explore alternatives. He and
the department take very seriously their
responsibility as Christians in agriculture.
"Caring for creation should be second
nature," he says when asked about the
sixty-foot strip of native plants recently
seeded around the east and south borders

of the property. To De Haan, that includes
preserving plants that God created for this
area.
"Some studies show that crops give
higher yields next to a windbreak," says De
~aan~~a~s~u~rth~e~r~a~u~o~n~e~f~.ihQ~e~e~",~~an~......... .".;;I
ings at the ASC. Participating in (he CRp,
he believes, is not just a nice opportunity to
save a bit of the past, but a wonderful
opportunity to care for creation and be paid
for doing it.
Under the new administrative structure
students will also playa more important
role in the operation of the ASC. Cows will
be bred in mid-April while students are in
animal science classes. Students will also
do much of the feeding, ration formulation,
caring for the herd, and milking as a
component of these classes. Students in
the newly approved summer session (see
box) will have much of the responsibility
for managing the crops. To give these
students as broad an education as possible,
the ASC will produce a wide range of
horticultural and field crops. Such activities
will allow students to gain practical
experience and acquire the skills they
need to operate and manage production
enterprises, whether or not they match the
exact model of the ASC.

state-

ment was adopted that, when put into practice, led toward a more biologically intensive and sustainable model of farming.
The agriculture department is trimming
the ASC dairy herd from seventy-five cows
to sixty to better match herd size with land
resources and to allow the ASC personnel to
focus more on education. Management
intensive rotational grazing has many
advantages, says De Haan. Equipment costs
for spreading manure diminish, and less
space is needed for storing feed. Sloping
land can be put into permanent pasture,
saving it from erosion. And since pasture
requires very little herbicide, chemical costs
are less. In addition, studies show that cows
kept in a pasture tend to be healthier.

Summer session approved by board of trustees

A

t its October meeting, Dordt's board of trustees approved the introduction of a new
summer seSSIOn10 agnculture. The seSSIOncould begm as soon as next summer if
enough students register for it. The agriculture department plans to offer courses in weed
science, plant pathology, animal breeding, and advanced agriculture operations as well as
encourage practicum opportunities.
The summer session will involve students even more directly in the daily operation of
the ASC than happens during the school year. Plans are to convert space at the farm into a
classroom so that students have ready access to animals and crops.
According to De Haan, agriculture faculty are looking forward to the new program
because it will open up new pedagogical opportunities. In additiou to working directly
with the crops during the growing season, they will have concentrated time to take field
trips that take more than a class period and to work on projects that demand longer time
periods as well.

/
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You, me, and poverty in the less developed world
r.redessor Geest
of political science
Van

,

s Christians and as concerned world
citizens, I suspect most of us think
about poverty occasionally, and we
probably have a similar reaction. We may
pray for the poor, we may donate some
money to a relief or development organization, and we may feel a little sad that such
poverty exists.
But I sometimes wonder: how often do we
critically think about the causes of poverty?
What actually gives rise to poverty and why
are so many people poor? We certainly have
many poor in North America, but I'm thinking in particular of the poor in the less developed world. I recently traveled to Nicaragua
and discovered that there is far more extreme
poverty there than I had imagined.
How poor is Nicaragua? In the Western
hemisphere, it is the poorest country next to
Haiti. Per capita income is around four hundred dollars a year. Most estimates state that
over half the population is unemployed. But,
these are just numbers; the human reality is
much more disturbing. While in Nicaragua,
I stayed with a household in a fairly typical
setting in Managua,the capital city. The
family I stayed with was literally dirt poor.
Their small tin shanty, no larger than a small
room in the average North American home,
had a dirt floor, which, when it rained, would
inevitably become a muddy mess. Hygienic
and sanitary conditions were appalling; I
found them difficult to tolerate for three
nights, but Nicaraguans live in these conditions permanently. The cockroach-laced
latrine offered no privacy, no comfort, and
surely must have been a haven for diseases
waiting to infect inhabitants of this community. (Many of the children I saw were
regularly ill.) The road in front of the shanty
was muddy, with streams of water contaminated with sewage and garbage. Dogs and
roosters (and probably rats) strolled through
the ~eets, as did barefoot children. The people I stayed with were so poor that they could
not afford to eat three meals a day. Many
Nicaraguans in this situation cannot afford to
send their children to school, being unable to
buy them the shoes which are mandatory for
children going to school or to pay the registration fee of a couple dollars. There were
eight members in the household where we
stayed, but only two chairs, which our hosts
insisted we use while we were there. I should
stress that from what I could tell, this seemed
to be the way most people in Nicaragua
lived.
For many people, there are no formal jobs
and they are reduced to begging in the streets
or selling some sort of trinket. Any time I
walked down the street, I was accosted on a
continuous basis by these people. There simply is no other work available for them. But,
there are also many, many people who do
work and are still so poor that they can't find
enough to eat. The woman who headed the
household where T stayed worked ten hours a
day, six days a week, and still couldn't even
support her own family!
So, what gives rise to such poverty?
Undoubtedly, there are many factors and it
would be simplistic to reduce it to just one or
two. Since traveling to Nicaragua, though, I
have become more concerned with those
factors for which we in North America are
responsible. Yes, I think to some degree we
are responsible for the poverty and oppression in places such as Nicaragua. Think about

Plumb lines are commentaries
broadcast on Dordt's radio
station, KDCR. We print one
each issue to stimulate thinking
about issues we face as
Christians living in /998.
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Dr. Fred Van Geest traveled to Nlcaragaa
this summer with a group studying labor
rights in Central America while staying
with local families. They visited the free
trade zone and, as pictured here, a city
dump.

the clothes you wear and the price you pay
for them. Women like the one I met in
Nicaragua spend most of their week making
these clothes and we don't pay them enough
for them to survive. North American retailers
and foreign investors make large profits on
the backs of these people and most of us in
North America unquestioningly participate in
this system.
A second way we may playa part is
through our government policies toward
places like Nicaragua. What do we actually
know about these policies? Do we know
whether or not our governments are spending
more money to help companies such as Pizza
Hut and McDonaids set up shop in Nicaragua
than they spend on fighting disease and
human despair in these countries? Do we

know that more of our foreign aid dollars
have been devoted to constructing and setting
up sweatshop factories in Nicaragua than to
educating malnourished and illiterate children?
I would urge us to think about these sorts
of things. The point is not to lay a guilt trip.
Rather, the goal is to think about the causes
of poverty and to own up to those causes for
which we are responsible. Nothing is to be
gained by trying to downplay our own complicity. Pray for the poor, by all means.
Donate money to relief organizations, by all
means. But also think about your role in the
global economic system and as a citizen of a
wealthy industrialized country. If we all do, I
think we have a much greater chance of successfully fighting poverty.

of Proclaiming

A God-Centered

Think

about your

role in the global
economic

system and as

a citizen of a wealthy
industrialized country.
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KD
Sioux Center, Iowa

It's been 30 years since Dordt College

first introduced

its new radio station.

Since that time KDCR

has

grown into a full service lOO,OOO-watt station serving northwest Iowa, southwest Minnesota, southeast
South Dakota, and northeast Nebraska with music and information from a distinctively
Reformed perspective.
Now KDCR is also on the World Wide Web at www.kdcr.dordt.edu
'
This means that people allover the world can benefit from what KDCR has to offer. Dordt alumni, especially,
enjoy Plumbline commentary
scripts that are posted on the web page along with a comprehensive
sports page
including details on all Dordt College sports events. And if they have a sound card in their computer. they can
listen to KDCR live using RealAudio.
That means that most Dordt sports events can be heard live. The Friday
morning talk show Conversations,hosted by President Carl Zylstra, is also popular with web listeners.

/
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Sports

Women's volleyball reaches NAIA Elite Eight
Corey Westra
Sports Information Director:

T

he Dordt College volleyball team
recently completed the most successful season in school history, compil-

ing a 46-5 record and qualifying for the
NAIA national quarter-finals (Elite Eight).
Under the direction of Tom Van Den Bosch
tbe Dordt women won the South DakotaIowa Conference

regular and post-season

championships and finished as runner-up in
the Great Plains Region in qualifying for the
NAIA Nationals in Kankakee, Illinois, held
from December 2-5 at Olivet Nazarene
University.
At nationals the women compiled a 3-2
record and advanced out of pool play, but
lost in the quarter-finals to Lewis-Clark
State of Idabo three games to one. Dordt's
other national tournament loss was to
Columbia, the eventual national champion.

Karen Netz (sophomore, Pella, Iowa) was
named to the twelve-member

Dordt College
garnered the

NAIA Sportsman~hip
Award for conduct

all-tournament

team as a middle hitter, and Dordt College
gamered the NAIA Sportsmanship Award
for conduct displayed during the tournament.
Tom Van Den Bosch was named the South
Dakota-Iowa Conference and Great Plains
Regional Coach-of-the-Year in 1998. Janna
Van Donge (senior, Sioux Center, Iowa) was

named the South Dakota-Iowa Conference
MVP and was named first team all-conference as well as first team all-region.

Kim

Van Dyken (junior, Sioux Center, Iowa) was

displayed during

named first team all-conference

and to the

Great Plains Region second team.

the tournament.

Second team all-conference

"

Darci

Bouma (freshman, Orange City, Iowa) was
also named first team SOIC this season.
selections

included A.J. Poppema (freshman, Hospers,
Iowa), and Mindy Boogerd (senior, Rock

Valley, Iowa).
Dordt graduates two seniors from this

year's team as Janna (Bouma) Van Donge
and Mindy Boogerd completed fine
collegiate careers.

Senior Jaona (Bouma) Van Donge finished an outstanding coUegiate voDeybaD career, including being
named Soutb Daketa-Iewa Conference MVP this year.

Women's cross country team competes at national meet

T

he Dordt College women's cross
country tearn recently completed
their fall season by garnering the
South Dakota-Iowa Conference championship and finishing twenty-fifth in the
NAIA as a team.

At the conference meet, on a snow
covered course in Yankton, South Dakota,

the only Dordt runner to have competed

seniors Becky Van De Griend and Sarah
Pluim (both Orange City, Iowa) took third
and fourth place, while freshman Suzy Van
Wyngarden (Newton, Iowa) and Tabitha
Vander Wilt (Orange City, Iowa) took tenth
and eleventh. Senior Cathy Palmer (Lone
Pine, Nebraska) completed the scoring
at thirteenth. Van De Griend was also the

career.

top Dordt finisher at the national meet in

Kenosha, Wisconsin, placing 82nd out of
nearly four hundred runners.

She is also

at nationals all four years of her college
The men placed third as a team at the
SDIC conference

meet. Two runners

qualified for nationals by placing second
and third: Jeff Summerhays (junior,
Brantford, Ontario) and Jon Vander Kooy
(junior, Mt. Vernon, Washington).
Summerhays was Dordt's top finisher at
nationals, placing I08th.
The cross country teams were once again

coached by Dr. Ross Goheen.

Soccer teams finish fine seasons

M

en's

and women's

soccer once

again enjoyed successful

seasons

this fall.
Under the leadership of head coach

Jeanie Elgersma

the women finished at

12-6 and advanced to the second
round of the Independent
Great Plains Regional PostSeason Tournament

before

losing to Huron 1-0 in
overtime.

Seniors Catby Palmer, Sarah Pluim, and Becky Van De Griend wrapped. up four years of cross
country camaraderie at tbis year's national meet.
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Sophomore Kalie Gaskill
(Sioux City, Iowa) led the
Lady Defenders this season
with nine goals, while freshman Liz
Dykstra (Grandville, Michigan) added seven
goals. Kristin Zomennaand (Maurice, Iowa)
/

completed a solid sophomore season at
goalie with eight shutouts and a goals
allowed average of .78.
Bill Elgersma's men's team finished 11-5-1
and lost in the first round of the Independent
Great Plains Regional Post-Season
Tournament to the University of

Mary

1-0 at Bismarck, North Dakota.
Jon Pelster (Edmonton, Alberta)
completed

a standout career at

Dordt College with 15 goals scored
in his senior year. Paul Mortlock
(sophomore, Spokane, Washington)
tallied seven goals this fall. Junior
keeper Arlan Vander Woude (Ramona,
California) recorded five shutouts and had a
1.5 goals allowed average.
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We

can always

tell when one of us
is

hurting,

"
FoUowing cross country, Jon
and Jim Dekkers and Jon and
Eric (front) Vander Kooi began
training for the indoor track
season.

Two times two for cross country team
Kirstin Vander Giessen

S

ometimes it seems as though life is
governed by statistics. Percentages,
probabilities, and ratios predict every
situation, decision and outcome. So what are
the chances of having two pairs of twins on
the same men's cross country team?
Maybe that's not a particularly popular
topic for-stausticians, but if it were, Dordtts
1998 team would most likely be in the
minority, with freshmen Jim and Jon Dekkers
and juniors Eric and Jon Vander Kooi on the
roster.
The Dekkers twins, who come from
Ireton, Iowa, began running together during
their sophomore year of high school for both
the track and cross country teams. One
might thiak that the sense of competition
between brothers could be a source of

frustration, but, says Jon, "We never thought
of it as competing."
"I get more motivated when I run with
Jon than with any other teammate," says Jim,
alluding to a tradition they have had since
high school. "In cross country, we run with
each other the whole way," says Jim, and Jon
added, "And at the end, whoever takes off
first usually wins." Overall, it varies who

"In high school, we were always afraid to run
against each other," says Eric, who was on
the same track team as his brother all four
years of high school. Senior year, however,
they overcame their fear. "I just had to
accept the fact that he was better than me,"
says Eric, after noting that Jon always wins.
"After so many years, you get used to running together," says Jon. "It's not really a

comes in ahead. The Dekkers usually make
an effort to stay together even if one is hav-

competition between us anymore," explains
Eric. "I'm cheering for him as much as I'm

ing a weak race. "We can always tell when
one of us is hurting," says Jon. "We run
together so much that you know if the other
is feeling it or not."
"You get to know how they breathe,"
explains Jim.
In contrast to the Dekkers, competition
wasn't always so easy for the Vander Koois,
who come from Mount Vernon, Washington.

cheering for myself....Never is it my goal to
beat him. We set our own goals. We want to
do well against the rest of the people."
The Vander Koois don't stop running
together when school is out. "It's something
to do in the summer to relax," says Jon.
"Our best bonding time would be running,"
says Eric, Jon adding, "because you can get
some good conversations going."

Sports Coverage
For updates

Basketball
starts mixed

Sport Schedules
1999 INDOOR TRACK
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.

16
23
30
6

Feb. 13

Feb. 20
Feb. 20

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:00a.m.
9:00a.m.
9:30a.m.
9:00 a.m.

University

USD
USD
Dordt Last Chance Meet
sOle Conference meet, Spearfish, S. Oak.
NAIA National Meet, Lincoln, Neb.

1998-99
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Sat, Jan. 2
Fri., Jan. 8
Sat., Jan. 9
Ihurs., Jan. 14
Sat., Jan. 16
Thurs., Jan. 21
Sat., Jan. 23
Mon" Jan, 25
Wed., Jan. 27
Fri., Feb. 5
Sat, Feb. 6
Tues., Feb. 9
Thurs., Feb. 11
Sat, Feb. 13
Thurs., Feb. 18
Sat., Feb. 20
Wed., Feb. 24
Sat., Feb. 27
Mar. 10-16

Dan.

Black Hills State+
South Dakota Tech.+
Dakota Wesleyan
Mount Marty+
Dakola StateHuroR+
Martin Luther
Sioux Falts+
South Dakota Tech.+
Black Hills StateBriarCliff+
Dakota Wesleyan+
Mount Marly+
Dakota State+
Huron+
Sioux Falls+
Conference Playoffs
NAIA Nat. Tournament

+ Men-Women Double Header
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T

of South Dakota

Dordt Invitational

Away
Home
Home
Away

Home
Away
Home

Home
Away
Away
Away
Away

Home
Away

Home
Away

Home

7:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
1:00
7:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
5:30
6:00
6:00
6:00
6,00
6,00
TSA

'" CiIy lB'.

1998-99
MEN'S BASKETBALL
Sat., Jan, 2
Fri., Jan. 8
Sat., Jan, 9
Thurs., Jan. 14
Sat., Jan. 16
Thurs., Jan. 21
Sat., Jan. 23
Wed., Jan. 27
Fri., Feb. 5
Sat, Feb. 6
Tues., Feb. 9
tburs., Feb. 11
Sat., Feb. 13
Thurs., Feb. 18
Sat., Feb. 20
Wed., Feb. 24
Sat., Feb. 27
Tues., Mar. 2
Mar. 10-16

Buena Vista
Home 7:30
Black Hills Stat8+
Home 8,00
South Dakota Tech+
Home 8,00
Dakota Wesleyan+
Away 800
Mount Marty+
Home 8,00
Dakota Slate +
Away 8:00
Huron+
Home 3,00
Sioux Falls+
Away 8:00
South Dakota Tech+
Away 8:00
Black Hills Stale+
Away 8:00
Briar Cliff+
Away 7:30
Dakota Wesleyan+
Home 8:00
Mount Marty+
Away 8:00
Dakota State+
Home 8,00
Huron+
Away 8:00
Sioux Falls+
Home 8:00
SOIC Playoffs
T8A
SOIC Playoffs
TSA
NAIA National Tournament
TSA
Nampa, Idaho
• JV Game preceeding Varsity + Men-Women Double Header

he Dordt College women's basketball
team is off to an early season start of
6-1 in 1998-99. An early season highlight was the defeat of Briar Cliff 80-77 in
the season opener. Briar Cliff was ranked
second in the nation by the NAJA. Dordt
also defeated Calvin 75-71 in the Central
women's basketball tournament over
Thanksgiving weekend in Pella, Iowa.
Women's basketball is coached by Dr. Len
Rhoda.
Men's basketball is off to a slow start at
1-4 this winter under head
coach Greg Van
Soelen. The men
have a Christmas
break trip
.....
l .II•••••
planned to
""'_._
•• ~ "7/.' •••••1'"
.-01' •..•
Wisconsin and
.
,
........
,,"""'Illinois. They are
looking forward
..'
to a game between
Dordt and Trinity on
December 19 at Central
Wisconsin Christian in Waupun,
Wisconsin.

Dordt College

on
sports,

check out the Dordt College
sports information

web at

www. kdcr.dordt.edu
Also, live broadcasts
of Dordt COllege sports
can be heard around
the world off the
KDCR web site.

\ l ../ ....
/...

,.~

(' .............
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Faculty News

The professional involvements
of Dordt faculty members outside the classroom reveal
Dordt's commitment to provide educational leadership in
the Christian community as
well as among its own students. By sharing these activities, we hope to provide fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of
service in Christ's kingdom.

Prison Fellowship Ministries (PPM) invited
Social Work Professor Jim Vanderwoerd,
along with a handful of other Christians
involved in issues of justice and research, to
participate in a one-day strategic planning
work session on October 20 on the role and
purpose of a new subsidiary organization, the
Center for Justice Initiatives. The Center is
a theoretical research arm of PFM and is
located in Reston, Virginia, just outside
Washington, D.C.

was ''Trends in Agriculture: Sustainability."
Vos also gave a paper at the 90th annual
meeting of the American Society of
Agronomy held in Baltimore, MD, Oct.
18-22. The theme of this year's international
conference was "Protecting Land, Water, and
Biological Resources." Vas's paper was titled
"Effects of Three Annual Medics on Weed
Seed Germination." Vas was also one of the
authors of another paper presented, "The Effect
of a Medic Cover Crop on Soil Quality."

"Old Guys at Play in the Courts of the
Lord" by English Professor David Schelhaas
appeared in the August/September issue of
Perspectives.

Campus Pastor Donald Draayer spoke
at a combined meeting of the Dispatch
Christian Reformed, Luctor Christian
Reformed, and Prairie View Reformed
churches in north central Kansas on October
24. The conference focused on ministering
to youth who are at the tail end of Generation
X and the beginning of the Millennial
Generation.

Dr, John Van Rys, professor of English,
was a contributor to the new Write Source
2000, a handbook for students in grades six,
seven, and eight that was published in
November. Van Rys wrote sections and
worked with local high school and middle
school students to create models for the handbook.
From November 19-22, Van Rys and
Schelhaas attended the 1998 NCTE (National
Council of Teachers of English) Conference
in Nashville.
Dr, John Zwart, professor of physics, attended the conference "Building Undergraduate
Physics Programs for the 21st Century" held
in Arlington, Virginia, on October 24. On
October 22 he took three students to the 1998
Fall Conference of the Iowa Science Teachers
Section of the Iowa Academy of Science and
led a workshop on the experimentalprocess.
Between November 30 and December 5 Dr.
John Kok, dean of the humanities and professor of philosophy, gave four lectures at
Kosin University in Korea. His lectures were
titled "Scriptural Philosophy," "Christianity
and Culture," "A Biblical Anthropology,"
and "Vollenhoven and Environmental Ethics."
Dr, Jude Fernando, professor of economics, served as rapporteur at three seminars
sponsored by the Asia Society and funded by
the Ford Foundation with private voluntary
organizations in Atlanta, New York, and
Washington, D.C. The goal of the seminars
was to promote understanding and dialogue
between the United States and Asian organizations. Fernando edited the soon-to-be published proceedings of the conference.
Fernando's article "Civil Society and its
Discontents" will appear in the second edition
of the World Encyclopedia of Peace.
Biology Professor Del Vander Zee and
Agriculture Professor Ron Vos contributed a
chapter to the book Signposts of God's
Liberating Kingdom: Perspectives for the
21st Century, Volume 1. The chapter title

Henry Duitman has been selected as a
conducting participant in the American
Symphony Orchestra League Conductor
Training Workshop to be held in San
Francisco from January 6 to 10.
An article by Drs, Kenneth Bussema,
Rick Eigenbrood, and Paul Moes was
accepted for publication in Research on
Higher Christian Education. The article,
'The Use of Essay Writing as an Assessment
of Personal, Affective, and Cognitive Growth
in College Students," is based on their work
with the social challenges essay component
of Dordt's assessment plan. The article will
be published in 1999.
Bussema and his wife, Ev, were invited to
present a paper, "Is There A Balm in Gilead?:
Implications of Faith in Coping with Mental
Illness," at the International Association of
Psychosocial Rehabilitation Services Annual
Conference to be held in Minneapolis next
May. The paper is based on research conducted last spring and will include some preliminary results from a "spirituality" group
the Bussemas plan to conduct over the next
several months.
Dr, Arnold Sikkema, physics professor, spoke
to "The Geneva Society" at Trinity Western
University, Langley, British Columbia, under
the heading" Death of the Watchmaker:
Modern Science and the Providence of God,"
on Thursday, December 17.
While on leave from teaching this year,
Dr, James Schaap is speaking and reading
across the country. In October he was the
keynote speaker at the Christian School
Association Convention in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, and spoke at the British Columbia
Principals' Convention. He has served as
writer-in-the-school for Abbotsford Area

Mahaffy completes doctoral dissertation

D

ordt College biology professor James
Mahaffy has successfully defended
his doctoral dissertation. He completed
his thesis and will receive his doctoral degree
from the University of lllinois at UrbanaChampaign, where he also received his master's degree. The dissertation is titled
"Vegetational Patterns in the Herrin and
Springfield Coals (Middle Pennsylvanian of
Illinois), Based on Miospore Profiles with
Comparison to Coal-Ball Patterns."
Mahaffy's dissertation is the result of his
study of the ecology of plants in two Illinois
coal mines. Based on the spores he extracted
from coal ball segments from these seams, he
learned how vegetation changed from one
level to another and from one area to another.
"As an ecological study it gave a feel for
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the different plants and habitats in these coal
swamps over the years, allowing us to reconstruct what the vegetation was like at different periods," says Mahaffy.
Mahaffy, who has begun his twentieth year
as a Dordt faculty member, teaches courses in
biology, zoology, cell biology, plant morphology, and paleontology, among others.
Mahaffy is a member of several scientific
organizations, including the American
Association of Stratigraphic Palynologists
(AASP), the Botanical Society of America
(BSA), and the Society of Economic
Paleontologists and Mineralogists (SEPM).
Along with paleontology, Mahaffy enjoys
doing research in parasitology. He also enjoys
getting the students in his classes directly
involved in research projects.
/

Christian High School, Lynden Christian
High School, Pella Christian High School,
and Pella Christian Junior High. Schaap gave
public readings in Lynden, Abbotsford, and
Winnipeg. In December he spoke at the
Society Dinner of Pella Christian Grade
School.
Schaap's book, Our Family Album: the
Unfinished Story of the CRC, which is a history of the Christian Reformed Church, was
recently released. Schaap has also been part
of the performance tour of "Our Family
Album: Free to Serve," serving as actor/oarrator in Pella and Sioux Center, Iowa;
Lansing and Wheaton, Illinois; and
Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, and Holland,
Michigan. He has also had articles and
essays published in Reformed Worship,
The Banner, and Perspectives.

Dordt Press
recent release
Falling

Into
Grace
by Laura Apol
This collection of poetry a,,01 ,
.,..-.4---1
Dordt alumna Laura Apol explores the
grace-filled
experience
of everyday
moments.
"The pieces in this collection ... remind me of how deeply grace
runs through and around each of our
lives," says Apol, who teaches writing
and children's
literature
at Michigan
State Urtiversity.
1998,
paper, 99 pgs., $10.95 U.S

other titles
Letters to Lisa
by [ohn Van Dyk
An engaging series of letters between
a father ( a classroom veteran) and his
daughter (a fifth-grade teacher) explore
what it means to teach in a Christian
manner.
1997,
paper, 210 pgs., $10.95 U.S

Patterns of the
Western Mind
by [ohn H. Kok
A Reformed Christian survey and
tique of Western philosophy
from
Greeks to the present, including
work of Reformed philosophers.
1998,
paper, 263 pgs., $12.55

crithe
the
U.S
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"Ways of
Knowing"
brings scholars
from around
the world

L

astAugust, more than one hundred
women and men from as far away as
Australia, the Netherlands, and South
Africa gathered at Dordt for a four-day
cross-disciplinary international conference
on "Ways of Knowing, In Concert: Christian
Initiatives and Responses." The conference,
which focused on ways people comes to
know, was co-sponsored by Dordt College,
Calvin College (Grand Rapids), the Institute
for Christian Studies (Toronto), and the Vrije
Universiteit (Amsterdam). The proceedings
contributed to a positive and provocative
experience of Christian academic encouragement, says conference organizer Dr. John
Kok.
Daily plenary sessions were presented by
Doug Blomberg (ICS), "Ways of Wisdom:
Multiple Modes of Meaning in Pedagogy
and Andragogy"; Andre Droogers (VU),
"Knowledge of Religion and Religious
Knowledge: The Cultural Anthropology of
Religion and a Religious Anthropology";
Claudia De Vries Beversluis (CC),"Neurons
and Knowledge"; and John Kok (DC),
"Coming to Know Ways of Knowing."
Conferees were also invited on an optional
.te visit to the Dordt Agricultural

Stewardship Center, which focused on
ways in which we know God's land and
his creatures.
Workshop presentations addressed a great
variety of important ways people know,
ranging from knowing musically and
aesthetically, to knowing the relation of faith
and knowledge and of knowing and being,
to the~ifference between Western and
African ways of thinking, to the difference

DORDT

Appointees
settle into
administrative
duties
Jim Bos

brain modules as well as faculties of the
mind can make on how we think and know
what we do. In addition to Kok, seven Dordt
faculty presented papers.
To convey the spirit permeating the conference Kok says, "1 found that Tony Tol
(VU) put into words what all those gathered
were seeking to articulate. Tony made a
case for a logos of love that allows potentials to develop and gives diversity its due;
this in contrast to a logos of violence in
which our will-to-know is tied to a need for
security through control. A Christian's willingness to know should be exercised in abidance with the multiple ways and senses in
which things give themselves to be known,
in all their fragility, finitude, and worth. Do
justice to every diversity. This logos of love
enjoins serving what is good and requires
that all of reason's uses be thoughtfully exercised, proceeding first and foremost from the
demand and longing for righteousness.
Science and theoretical pursuits, then, must
be publicly accountable and morally acceptable. Likewise, in coming to know we must
take the experience of human beings as genuine and treat phenomena as expressive of
reality and an indication of its order. But the
logos of love is not soft on crime: only it can
adequately unmask the unjust workings of
the logos of violence that oft surrounds us."
A publication of selected papers is
planned and should be available within a
year. For more information, contact Dr.
John Kok. (e-mail-jkok@dordt.edu.)

COLLEGE
FACULTY POSITIONS

Dordt College is seeking Christian academicians for openings
beginning August 1999 in the following areas.
• Art: graphic art
• Health, Physical Education,
and Recreation

• Business Administration:
two positions

• Music: potential position in theory
and/or technology

• Computer Science and
Mathematics:
potential two-year position

• Philosophy

• Director of Graduate Education

• Spanish

• Economics

• Theatre Arts:
potential two-year position

• Education:
potential two-year position

Evaluation of applications continues until February I or until positions are filled. To learn more
about a position and receive application materials, qualified persons committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest that provides
evidence of that commitment and a curriculum vitae/resume to Dr. Rockne McCarthy, Vice
President for Academic Affairs, Dordt College, 498 4th Avenue NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250, facsimile, (712-722-4496), e-mail (vpaa@dordt.edu).
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages
the nominations and candidacies of women, minorities, and disabled persons.

DORDT
COLLEGE
498 4th Avenue NE
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Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

•

Jim Bos is Dordt's new registrar. But Bos
is not a new face at Dordt. A 1985 Dordt
graduate in math and computer science, he
received his master's degree from Mankato
State University in computer and information
science, and has spent the last fifteen years
working in various capacities in Dordt's
computer services department, most recently
as director of computer services. He has also
taught courses in math and computer science
at the college.
Jackie Mulder serves as Dordt's new
human resources director. She works with
the compensation and benefits program,
staff recruitment and orientation, staff
evaluations, and staff development. Mulder
attended Northwest Iowa Community
College and Dordt, and completed her
organizational management degree at
Westmar University. She was formerly
employed at Village Northwest Unlimited
in Sheldon, Iowa.
Michael Ten Haken has already logged
many miles for Dordt's admissions office as
an admissions counselor. Ten Haken hails
from Worthington, Minnesota, and is a 1998
graduate of Dordt College. He earned a B.A.
in philosophy and was in the pre-seminary
program. Ten Haken is responsible for
recruiting in Washington, Oregon, North and
South Dakota, and more than a dozen local
schools .
Gena Koning fills two roles at Dordt.
She is a public relations assistant in the
college's advancement office and works
both on and off the air at KDCR, Dordt's
IOO,OOO-wattradio station, where she
worked as a student the past four years.
Koning is a 1998 Dordt graduate, earning
a B.A. in communication and a minor in
theatre arts.
Two new people have made an impact
on student life this year. Linsay Carlson is
the new resident director for east campus.
Her duties include supervision of the residence life staff and community-building in
the East Campus apartments, Southview,
and the new Covenant Hall. Carlson hails
from Storm Lake, Iowa, and is a 1998
graduate of Northwestern College in
Orange City, where she received her B.A.
in music. She also served two years on
the Northwestern residence life staff as a
student.
Justin Te Brake is the resident director
for west campus, which includes three dormitories that house mainly freshmen.
Te Brake is a Brooten, Minnesota, native.
He graduated from Calvin College in 1998,
where he earned his B.A. in recreational
science. Te Brake supervises the residential
and community advisors and also promotes
community and spiritual life in west campus
housing.
Jaris Visscher is the MTCNet system
administrator/computer
services coordinator.
MTCNet is the local Internet service provider
with which Dordt works. Visscher will take
on more web responsibilites in the future.
Visscher graduated from the University of
South Dakota in business management with
an emphasis in computers. He has worked as
a computer system administrator and as a
sales engineer.

712-722-6000

Michael Ten Haken

Gena Koning

Jam Visscher

/
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Campaign update
Lyle Gritters
'Vice president for coUegeadvancement

Campaign Figures (as of December 1, 1998)
Campaign
component
Capital projects
and annnal fnnd
(cash or pledges)
General
endowment
(deferred, matured,
and cash gifts)

Gifts

to

the Dordt

TOTAL

Goal

$14,000,000

Pledged
or received

$13,785,000

Percentage
of goal reached

$16
million

98%

$14
million
$2,000,000

$16,000,000

$3,132,000

157%

$12
million
$16,917,000

106%

College Fund help
with financial aid,
student support,
faculty salaries, and
library purchases.

"

T

he months of October and November
were good months for the Oordt 2000
Campaign, pushing the campaign total
to $16,917,000 by the end of November.
As of December 1, 1998, the general
endowment component of the campaign was
at $3,132,000. The cumulative total raised
for capital projects and the annual fund was
$13,785,000, ninety-eight percent of the
goal of $14,000,000.

Dordt receives gift
of real estate

W

eare grateful to announce that
Oordt recently received a gift of
a partial interest in real estate
from a Central California couple. As part
of the gift arrangement, this couplereceived
a gift annuity from Dordt that provides
them lifetime annual interest income.
Gift annuities help ensure the future
financial strength and stability of the college.
We are thankful to God for the commitment
and generosity of friends such as this couple.
Gifts of appreciated property are a stewardly
way to make donations. This couple will
receive a tax deduction for donating the
property, as well as receiving partially taxfree annual annuity payments for the rest of
their lives.

$10
million

Phonathon Progress
Report

$8
million

WesFopma
Director of the Annual Fund

$6
million

D

ecember 10 marked the conclusion
of this year's annual fall phonathon
for the Oordt College Fund. Forty
students from across the United States and
Canada, plus one from South Africa, called
over 16,000 alumni, parents, and friends of .
the college to ask them to consider a gift to
the Dordt College Fund. Our goal for this
year is $325,000 and as of December 10
over $310,000 had been pledged. That
total continues to rise as gifts keep
corning in.
Gifts to the Oordt College Fund help
with financial aid, student support; faculty

$4
million
$2
million

---~--'~~"!::",-""'(9iimiHI~/i"ji'fJi.p..-!Ji!!~

alariesaand ib ary purchase
The phonathon is more than just asking
for gifts. Students enjoy visiting with constituents, telling them about what's happening
at Dordt and answering their questions. It
also provides an easy and cost effective
way to update addresses and phone numbers.
With phone costs continuing to drop, we've
found that visiting with folks on the phone is
the most cost effective and stewardly way for
us to contact our constituents. Thank you for
your help in this year's effort.

$16 million
Raised to date:
$16.917 million
Dordt 2000 is afive-year,
$16 million campaign to provide
additional campus facilities,
meet the annual fund goals, and
increase the endowment.

This year's phonathon
callers represent all classes
and come from twelve states
and two Canadian provinces.
Front Row: Molly Schuttinga,
Sarah Juhl, Esther Tolsma,

Rochelle Top, Sarah Ribbens.
2nd Row: Cindy Hoekstra, Tanya
Top, Melinda

Sybesma,

Lisa Van

Mersbergen, Melissa Hofman,
Malissa Int'veld, Jodi Fopma,
Jann Van Swol.
3rd Row: Wes Fopma, Franklin
Guillaume, Ann Dykstra, Laura
Groen, Sara Johnson, Jodi
BIauwkamp.
4th Row: Steve Holwerda,

Lisa

Bolkema, JODi Anema, Amanda
Baas, Trixie Nikkel, Kim
Stiemsma, Rachel Sybesma,
Elizabeth Boerema, Karen
Borneman, Janelle Van Beckel,
Karla Punt, Jessica Ver Velde,

Marcia Schiebout, Candice Vande
Zandschulp, Phil Louters, Abby
Dekker.
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Alumni director's notes ---------------------

Putting our education to work
By Judy

BAaol'

R

ecently I represented Dordt at the
presidential inauguration of another
independent college
in Iowa. I enjoyed the
pomp and ceremony of the
occasion as well as the
opportunity to renew and
make new acquaintances
with other people who are
working in and committed
to higher education.
I was reminded again
that not only in Iowa, but
throughout the country,
even the world, many colleges and universities are
offering education that
comes out of a faith commitment. It was encouraging to note that we are not
alone in our commitment
and desire to nurture students in their faith life while challenging
them to live and work our of their faith commitment after they leave campus. Obviously,
all of these institutions are not working in the

same way or with the same perspective that
faculty and students at Dordt are, but their
commitment to serving their CreatorRedeemer is genuine and left me with gratitude for the privilege of
being part of such an
important undertaking. It
also left me with a sense
of awe at the potential of
the Christian community
to make a difference in
our world. It's my hope
that your work and
activities give you an
opportunity to be part of
this larger community,
bringing your distinct
perspective as Dordt
alumni to your area of
influence and to also
catch a glimpse of the
all-encompassing nature
of the kingdom.

Service And Learning Trips
The advancement and alumni offices are
teaming up to offer an opportunity to alumni

and constituents that provides a
brief, but hopefully in-depth look into a
particular area and the kingdom work
that is taking place there. This summer the
first Service And Learning Trip (SALT) is
scheduled to take place at Rehoboth, New
Mexico. The facilities of Rehoboth
Christian School will serve as "home base,"
while local artisans, historians, and native
Americans, along with David Helmstetter,
professor of social work, provide daily educational seminars on the history and socioeconomics of the southwest. Excursions to
local sites of interest and service projects
with local ministries should make this a full
week of learning and serving.
Watch the mail and the Dordt website
for further information and registration
materials.

Band-Orchestra
Tour
Nampa, Idaho
March 12, 1999
Sunnyside, Washington
March 13, 1999
Lynden, Washington
March 14, 1999
Abbotsford, British Columbia
Marcb 15, 1999
Oak Harbor, Washington
March 17, 1999
Bellevue, Washington
March 18, 1999
Spokane, Washington
March 19, 1999

Spring Break Tours
Students from the music and HPER
departments will be performing and playing
throughout the country during spring break.
Be sure to take in a concert or a game in
your area. Watch the mail and the website
for details.

Manhattan, Montana
March 20, 1999

, Baseball in Kansas
Tabor, Kansas
March 11, 1999

-<L-

Distinguished
Alumnus
Dinner
The distinguished
alumnus series recognizes alumni who
exemplify Dordt's commitment to service and are able to
make a valuable contribution to the campus community.
Brian Fikkert (' 86), assistant professor of economics at
Covenant College, is honored as the 1999 Distinguished
Alumnus.
Brian takes his mathematical
ability, interest in
economics, and passion for the poor into the classroom

-\L

and into his efforts to establish a center for micro-enterprise lending.
Alumni are invited to hear Brian at chapel services on
Thursday at II :00 a.m. in the B.J. Haan Auditorium.
He
will be the guest of honor at the alumni banquet on
Thursday evening. Following the banquet, Brian will
speak on the churches' response to poverty.

Center

Eight to ten regional

10:00

collegiate

a.m,
teams will participate

Kids' Corner
Need some space for the younger set? We will have
games and toys available in the upper level of the
gymnasium.
Keep an eye on the kids and the game at
the same time.

in

the Dordt Invitational.
Basketball-DeWitt

Gymnasium

Movies and Munchies
The Defender Gold Room becomes a mini movie theater for the younger set with videos and popcorn available
throughout the afternoon.

A full afternoon of exciting basketball action is scheduled.

1:00 p.m

Lady Defenders

3 :00 p.m

Defenders

5:00 p.m

Junior Varsity vs. Alumni

-< HOSpitality

Center

vs. Huron

vs. Huron

multi-purpose

Center.

Located

in the

room in the rec center, it is a great

place to meet friends and enjoy some refreshments.

The

center will open at noon, serve a light lunch, continue
throughout

the afternoon

after serving supper.
Scholarship
For more

with snacks, and close at 6:30

Donations

are accepted

for the

Fund.
information

or to register

for any event,

Bell Concert
Christian singer/songwriter
Steve Bell was named one of
the top ten Christian artists in 1998. With his tenor voice,
acoustic guitar skills and gift for inspired songwriting,
Steve Bell has built a reputation as one of Canada's most
successful musicians.
Alumni Social
Opportunity for socializing follows the Steve Bell
concert with a coffee bar/ice cream social in the snack bar
in the student union building.
contact

Homecoming
Winter

1998

>-

-< Steve

>-

Take a break at the Hospitality

Alumni

....J>-

S_at_u_r_d_a_y_, ~J_all_u_a_r_y__2_3,_19_9_9

Track-Recreation

aerobics

--1>-

T_h_u_r_s_d_a_Y,_J_a_ll_u_a_r_y_2_1_,_1_9_9_9

the Alumni

Office

Sterling, Kansas
March 13, 1999
Salina, Kansas
March 15, 1999
Wichita,

Kansas

Softball in
Southern California
Biola, California
March 12, 1999
Concordia, California
Marcb 18, 1999

1999 Spring
Semester Alumni
Events
Alumni in the following locations should watch the mail
for details regarding events
in the coming months.
Bradenton, Florida
January 9, 1999
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
January 27, 1999
Southern California
February 13-14, 1999
Phoenix, Arizona
March 6, 1999
Lyndeu, Washington
March 14, 1999
Manhattan, Montana
March 20, 1999

at 712-722-6028
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Look at those dresses and bow ties! The 1972-73 Chorale

Letters

Our adventure
in Japan
Have you ever--

* had a whole octopus complete with eyes
staring up at you from the meat section of
your supermarket?

*

had six store clerks bowing to you and

echoing "arigato gozimus" ("thank you very
much" in Japanese) over and over to you after
you've made a small purchase?

*

had middle school classmates who are
completely fluent in at least three languages?

*

had strangers pat your child's head on the
street simply because they want to see what
blond hair feels like?

* walked into your local 7-11 store and
watched the clerk cooking up a batch of tofu
on the counter for hungry customers?

r

* attended a church whose members come
from forty different countries?
* had a minor earthquake tremor and a
typhoon hit your home on the sarne weekend?
* been unable to read street signs, labels on
grocery items, the telephone directory, or a
restaurant menu because they are written only
in Japanese characters?
* attended your preschooler's Sunday cbooJ'
class and the three teachers are giving instructions on how to make the craft in three differentlanguages?

* taken a big bite of what you thought was a
jelly filled donut and it turned out to be filled
with bean paste instead?
These are some of our more unique
experiences since we moved to Tokyo eight
months ago. It is still an adventure for us
most days although we are gradually
becoming more acclimated to the Japanese

e

culture. - We have learned to eat with
chopsticks because in many restaurants that is
all they give to you. We are learning to like
some of the Japanese foods although none of
the kids will touch sushi. We can all speak a
little bit of Japanese-just
enough to direct
the taxi driver. Katie and Lucas are far ahead
of the rest of the family on this as they are
required to learn Japanese in school, and they
have even learned enough c.baracleIi..4~i:o- __
able to read a few of the signs. We have met
many interesting people from allover the
world who are here in Tokyo on diplomatic
assignments or temporary job transfers.
Lucas, Katie, and Joseph are attending
Nishimachi International School, The classes
are taught in English (except Japanese
language and social studies classes) but
learning Japanese is required from kindergarten on up. The children who attend this
school are from allover the world. At
Lucas's birthday party a few weeks ago
the school friends that he invited came
from Japanese, Australian, British, Chinese,
and American backgrounds. We're just
glad that English is the international
language.
We are attending Tokyo Baptist
Church---one of the handful of churches in
Tokyo with services in English. We have
made some good Christian friends and feel
blessed by the worship services there. We
also go out (1.5 hours by train) to the CRC
mission church occasionally when they
have a special English service.

July 1999
23

Leonard's work at J.P. Morgan is going
well, He keeps busy but not crazy busy
most of the time. He is learning a lot and
enjoying working with and managing people
in a different culture.
The most difficult part about living
in Japan is being so far away from our
farnily and friends. We miss our Christian
friends a great deal and hope you continue
to keep us in your prayers. We have a
spare room waiting for anyone who wants
to visit. We are only fourteen hours away.

Classes of 1967-71, 1974, 1989

Len and Karen Van Drunen

Advance Notice: July 21-23, 2000 - All-College Reunion
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Alumni notes

Future Defenders -------

Nick Christians-(1)
was recently named inventor of the yeae by the Iowa Intellectual Property

Law AssQS:iatioPJgt:-his development of an
organic weed-killer and grass-fertilizer.
Christians is a research scientist and a professor
of horticulture at Iowa State University.
Peter Mahaffy ('74), a chemist at King's
University College in Edmonton, Ontario,
received national radio coverage in Canada and
the U.S. for his recent research on the connections
between dryer lint and lead. Mahaffy discovered
that lint can reliably indicate the lead levels contained in a home.
Par-Elzinga C 82) works for the Department of
Agriculture in Wifshington, D,C.
MlIr1ys (Van Magnen, '84) Kuiper teaches sixth
grade in Hudsonville, Michigan. Her husband,
Ron, is a self-employed builder.
Jeff and Sue (Feenstra) Pastoor ('84,'86) are
living in Sully, Iowa, with their three boys:
Daniel, 9; Justin, 6; and Ryan, 3. Jeff was named
this summer as senior cattle consultant in eastern
Iowa for Land O'Lakes. He has also been certified by the American Registry of Professional
Animal Scientists. Sue started working this fall at
Sully Christian Grade School where she is in
charge of the hot lunch program.
Brian and Snsan (Ross) Dykhuizen ('86,'86)
live in Bloomington, Minnesota. In 1995, Susan
graduated from the University of S1. Thomas with
a master's in business administration and she now
works as the comptroller for United Recycling.
Brian stays at home with their five-month-old
son, Wyatt.
Herman and Lisa (Van Dyken) Westendorp
('88':90)Ji~e in Orangeville, Ontario. Henn
teache.s computer pjpgrarnming and applications
1
F~'!1l
l!t Brampton Ghristlan School. He also teaches
p -time fo t C
puter Technology Institute.
rsa stays om
their three daughters.
Doris (Roose,'91) George graduated from the
University of Nebraska, Omaha, in December
with her M.S. W. She works at the Boys and Girls
Home in Sioux City, Iowa, in the Alternative
School Program. She and her husband, Jan, have
one daughter, Mikala, who is one year old.
Amy (Hoekstra, '91) Smith lives in Pella, Iowa,
with he~husband, David, and their three-monthold son, Noah. David was ordained in the
Reformed Church of America on December 6 and
began work as Pastor of Youth and Family at First
Reformed Church of Pella.

.:.
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Laura (Holesinger,'96) Ritterbush is currently
attending graduate school at the University of
Illinois in Champaign for special education. Her
husband, Jon, is also attending U of T to obtain his
master's dcgrgc in library and information science.
Bryan and Cindy (Dykstra) Santema ('96,'96)
live in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Bryan is the
UnixiSybase administrator for Sioux Valley
Hospital and Cindy is an accountant for Framers'
Gallery.

Rich and Carmen

(Klungel,'90)

Lodewyk, Katrina Joanne, 9/29/98

Bryan and Kari (Van 0Ilerloo,'90)
Case, Kody Bryant James, 9111/98
Leon and Melissa Runia ('90), Dylan James, 4118/98
Kevin and Sandi Wynja ('90), Cole Dean, 9/23/98
Paul and Laurie (Domingo) Vande Kamp ('90, ex'91), Kailey Skye, 9/21/98
Tim and Jill (Rhoda) Van Soelen ('90,'91), Mikaela Rae, 11/27/98

Mike and Leasa (VanWyk) Jansen ('91,'91), Zachary Michael, 11/27/98
Joel and Leah (Reitsma,'91) Slenk, Lindsey Jo, 8/2/98
Greg and Marcy (Talsma) Stravers ('91, ex'91), Colin Jace, 10/6/98
Ed and Fran (Ton) Kronemeyer ('91,'93), Sydney Jean, 10/29/98
Matt and Marybeth

(Cooper,

'92) Steigenga, Daniel James. 12/2/98

Doug and Arvella (Visser,'92) Jergesen, Madison Jacoba, 9/6/98
Steven and Melanie (Vis, '92) Wisse, Alec John, 12/4/98
Michael and Sonja (Larson) Nop ('92,'93), Gavin Nathaniel, 7/21198
Joel and Laurie (Vernooy) Terpstra ('92,'94), Cailey Dawn, 8/3/98
Greg and Melissa (Kaptein) Vander Top ('92, ex'94), Brittany Nicole, 3/3/98
Cal and Jennifer (Schelhaas) De Jong ('93,'93), Paige Lynae, 4/l/98
Troy and Carol (Peterson,'93) Fluent, Autumn Miriah, 7/22/98
Larry and Heidi Vande Kamp ('93), Brandon James, 8/28/98
Steve and Shelly (Van Engen, ex'94) Katje, Sarah Joelle, 7/3/98
Jay and Carissa Regnerus ('94), Madison Rae, 9119/98
Matt and Tami (Vander Klok, ex'94), Kuiper, Alyssa Lynn, 9117/98

Marriages

Michael and Julie (De Young) Partridge
Ron Kuiper and Marlys Van Maanen ('84), 6/19/98
Norman De Boer ('90) and Mishela Lopez,
11/28/98
John Moore and Brenda Van Dam (ex'92), 6/30/96
William Alsum ('93) and Cris Das, 10/11/98
Joel and Carol Knierim ('93), 5/16/98

Greg EekholT ('94) and Debbie De Vries, 8/22/98
Michael Ash and Shelly Ruis ('94), 10/25/98
Chad Pater and Kristin Van Vliet ('95), 6/27/98
Mark Vande Zande ('95) and Kimberly Volkers,
6113198
Tom Nath and Lisa Bultje ('96), 8/2/98
Jon Ritterbush and Laura Holesinger ('96), ]12/99
Nathan Engbers and Karmen Huisken ('97),
6/26/98
Kyle Katje and Rachel Kuiper ('97), 8/l/98
Craig Vander Yacht and Jodi Meenk ('97), 9/19/98
Mark Memmelaar ('97) and Rachel Postma,
7/l8/98
Keith Johnston and Sheila Veenstra ('98), 6/27/98

('94,'94),

Emily Grace, 8113/98

Kris and Leslie (Dykstra) Dykman ('95,'93), Noah Andrew, 7119/98
Tom and Tanya (Watts) Broers ('94,'95), Austin Tod, 8/19/98
Joe and Annelle (Crabtree) Addink ('95,'94), Kayla Marie, 3/22/98
Mark and Paula (Clapp) Van Dam ('96, '92), Katie June, 4/]1/98
Mike and Sheri (Steendam) Langelaar ('95,'96), Connor Benjamin
Grant and Brenda (Kropp,'96) Anderson, Derek Ryan, 5/24/98
Dan and Sonya (Jongsma, '96) Knauss, Anneke Ruth, 9/3/98
Trent and Melissa (Van't Hul) Prins ('96,'96), Austin Ray, IOnl98

In Memoriam-Allen Van Roekel ('72) passed away on August
24, 1998 after a ten-week battle with cancer. Allen
worked in agribusiness in Sheldon, Iowa. He is
survived by his wife, Deanne (Van Heuvelen,'76);
their four sons: Andrew, Matt, Brandon, and
Christopher; his parents; and one brother.

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested
in hearing
what kinds of events are happening
in your
coupon below and mail to: Alumni Association,
Ave. NE, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
D Marriage

D Future Defenders

D In Memoriam

D Alumni

how you are doing and
life. Please fill out the
Dordt College, 498 4th

D Address

Change

News

about
Name

_

as theatre,

year

Address

_

web
Items/Suggestion(s)

_

evenings
games,
with

new

.

nights

in Dordt's

air-conditioned
hall,

(Commuter

are also available.)

---------Call:

Randy and Rae (Terpstra,' 87) Huizenga, Vanesa Rae, 9/4/98
Herm and Lisa (Van Dyken) Westendorp ('88,'90), Ruth Hannah, 8/4/98
Rick and Marianne De Vries ('89), Derrick James, 1130/98

News

and relaxing

your

Scott and Denise (Van Hal) Kimm (ex'87,'87), adoption of Rose Marie, born 9/27/98
Bob and Becky (Niemeyer,'87) Rens, Amelia Joy, 7/9/98

thirty

playing

and old friends
.;.

Paul and Gail (Van Wyk) Van Beek ('86,'86), Jeremy Craig, 5/23/98
Dave and Barb (Bolt, ex'87) Esselink, Ashley Lynn, 10114/98
Phil and Tricia De Vries (' 87), Gavin Phillip, 10113/98

Scott and Pam (Kooiman) Koelewyn (ex'90, ex'92), Spencer Lee, 9/29/98
David and Amy (Hoekstra,'91)
Smith, Noah David, 10114/98
J. Blan and Peggy (Hoogland,'91) Taylor, J. Blan IV, 10/23/98

art.

or

Janae Rachelle, 10/9/98

Wyatt Ross, 8/30/98

Mark and Paula (Clapp) Van Dam ('96,'92)
live in Chandler, Minnesota, where Mark is a purchasing agent at Huisken Meat Center. Paula is
the director at Edgerton Community Childcare in
Edgerton. Mark and Paula have a nine-month-old
daughter, Katie.

you most.

nearly

('85,'88),

('86,'86),

Michael and Kerry Vander Wei ('89), Anneka Patrice, 10/22/98
Bruce and Gina (Dyk) Jansen ('89,'90), Lucas Kyler, 1O/l6/98

entering

learning

Todd and Anita (Postma) K1einwolterink
Brian and Susan (Ross) Dykhuizen

Michael and Julie (De Young) Partridge
('94,'94) live in Lansing, Michigan, where
Michael teaches third grade at Lansing Christian
School. At present, Julie stays horne with Emily.
The Partridges recently moved from Philadelphia
where Julie worked as an adoption worker, and
Michael taught third grade at Spruce Hill
Christian School.

nearly

photography,

design,

singing

with

students

grades

chemistry,

.;.

Tami (Vander Klok, ex'94) Kuiper is living in
Jenison, Michigan, with her husband, Matt, and
their four-month-old daughter, Alyssa. Tami
works part-time as an RN in surgery at Spectrum
Health and Matt works at Johnson Controls.

[V)@~rm~ [V)a$~@[!J)&~~ [V)@~$
June 28-July 2
200

.:.

Steve and Angela (Hegeman) Zwart ('91,'91)
live with their two children in Prinsburg,
Minnesota, where Steve pastors Unity CRe.
Angela is a full-time mom and homemaker.

712-722-6029

For more information
mite: DordJ Discovery/Joys
AdviuJwIU1nt

e-mail:

ddewil@dordl.edu

O/lke

Siow: Center,1A51250
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